Materialism and Morals
Materialist Communism
Communism also preaches the necessity of force;
the capitalist order is to be overthrown by force.
Communism is an expression of materialist irrational-
ism in several of its features. Marx, as we have seen,
maintains that events are the cause of ideas, that
ideas are not mental creation but are promoted by
economic circumstances. The Communist Party in
Russia is the elect, and the capitalist is to be
crushed mercilessly. Mercy and humility are, in
fact, bourgeois vices. There is to be no freedom of
judgment, no rights of the individual to search
for and to maintain truth. Truth for the materialist
Communist, as for the Nazi, is simply that which
the absolutist State decrees.
"The individual is a means, not an end," says the
Nazi gospel; "Man is a creature on whom experi-
ments must be made." The Communist agrees, at
least so far as the capitalist is concerned. An indi-
vidual has no rights as such. Any rights he enjoys
are due not to his existence as an individual but to
the fact that he is a member of the body of the
elect.
Nevertheless it is Nazism, not Communism, which
is materialism in its nakedness. Communism
possesses many alleviating features. Its ideal is
international not racial exclusiveness; and therefore
it would make for world peace rather than war.
It is prepared to give liberty and to withdraw force